birth. We can mitigate or nullify the effects of bad karma by our
present good behaviour. This will help us to create good karma
for the future. If, therefore, we keep in mind that we are actually
plotting the course of our future in this birth and in the next, we
will surely be careful in avoiding all sinful acts and will perform
only good deeds, meritorious acts, charitable works, will we not ?
Next question, Please.
Q - Swami, is there a reason why a child is born to a particular set of
parents, or is it merely by accident or random selection?
S - No, it is not by random selection. There are three reasons why a
child is born to a particular set of parents.
1) The child may be having an undischarged debt towards the
parents from a previous birth,
2) The parents may be remaining under a past karmic obligation
to wards the child.
3) There may be a mutual karmic debt between the two.
In order to fulfil these obligations or to repay these debts, the
child is born to the particular set of parents. Is that quite clear?
Shall we proceed to the next question, please?
Q- Swafni, does the karma of the parents influence that of the
child? Are the two bound up together?
S- Not directly, because each person makes his or her own karma
and is responsible for his or her actions alone. But, to a certain
extent, the behaviour of the parent can determine the behavioural
pattern of the child. If the parent is of a good character and
brings up the child in a befitting manner, then the child will perform
only right actions and therefore will reap good karma for both
this life and the next. If, on the other hand, the parent's character
is bad, then the child may indulge in bad behaviour which will
incur bad karma for him in this birth and in the next.But all this
relates to the behaviour in thisjanma alone. The karma incurred
by the parents in a past life, will not -1 repeat - will not affect the
karma of the child in thisjanma.
There is one factor, however. A certain child may be ordained by
its karma to be born as a cripple. Then, it will be born to parents
whose karma dictates that they undergo the sorrow of having a
crippled child. It is not that the karma of the parents has caused
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